
Men will accuse me of beliveing a fairy tale.

I do not deny the charge. I only deny the assumption that all fairy 
tales are false.

When I was a child, I knew Christianity was true, but I didn't much 
like it. I preferred to spend my time in other worlds. Worlds where 
space wizards fight duels with swords of fire. Or where dragons fly. Or 
where men with the blood of angels engage in titanic struggles. And 
more than anything else, I wanted to live in a world where I had 
something to look forward to.

The Christian account of reality features kings and princesses, 
dragons and angels, and swords of fire. And above all, a hope and a 
future. It's everything I had always wanted and more, and growing up, 
believing all the while, I didn't see it.

And the whole thing is a single song that echoes back and forth 
from the Garden of Eden to the Battlefield of Armageddon. Every 
narrative is a harmony of the central story of Christ's conquest of Sin, 
Death, and the Devil.

Of course, that's not how it was portrayed to me as a child. When 
my teachers read to me the tale of David and Goliath, they did not say, 
"Look! Goliath is clad in the bronze scales of the serpent, and the men 
of Israel cower, powerless, even as we are powerless against the 
dragon, but David takes the field on their behalf even as the Son of 
David takes the field on ours!"

No, they said something along the lines of, "when you get bullied at 
school, you should tell a teacher, because David was brave."

I have fought long and hard to wrestle my true, epic religion out 
from behind these dim, sleepy flannelgraph curtains. And now that I 
have children of my own, I want to give them the fairy tale that I have 
won, rather than the version my teachers gave me. The first thing I 
must do is lay out the central drama, on which all the other dramas 
hang.   

I pray this book will serve. 



Insert totally sick leitmotif imagary here



Awesome Moments 1:

By E. Darwin Hartshorn

For My King. I'm sorry that I made 
you a cartoon character.



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God and the Word was God.



By Him, the world was 
made.



He formed our first king, Adam, in His 
own image from the dust of the earth



and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life.



God made Adam a wife, and placed them in the 
Garden of Eden, and called His creation Very Good.

But not all of His angels rejoiced at His creation.





God told Adam, "You may eat the fruit of any tree 
except the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
which stands in the center of the garden beside the 
Tree of Life, for when you eat of that tree, dying you 
shall die."



A dragon among God's angels, who hated Adam and 
his wife, thought to himself, "If Adam eats the fruit, 
God Himself will kill the man!"



The Dragon lied to Adam's wife. "You will not die if 
you eat the fruit!" he said, "but will be like gods, 
knowing good and evil!"

Adam's wife was decieved. The fruit was beautiful, 
and believing it would taste good and give her divine 
wisdom, she ate.



Adam, who was with her, was not decieved by the 
Dragon. But when his wife ate, he ate also. And when he 
ate, he, and all the world with him, began to die!



Suddenly, Adam and his wife realized they were 
naked. They were filled with shame.



They tried making clothes from leaves, to cover 
themselves.



When God came to walk in the garden with Adam, 
Adam and his wife hid.



"Adam," God called, "where are you?"

"I hid," Adam said, "because I was naked."



"Who told you that you are naked?" The Lord asked. 
"Did you eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil?"



Adam blamed his own sin on his wife, and on God. 
"The woman you made, she gave me the fruit, and I 
ate," he said.

The woman, in turn, blamed the dragon, saying, "He 
decieved me, and I ate."



So God cursed the Dragon and said, "On your belly 
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your 
life.

"And from the woman shall come a new King, who 
shall crush your head, and you will bruise His heel."



God cursed the woman, and said, "In pain you shall 
bring forth children.

"You shall hunger to control your husband, but he 
shall rule over you."



To Adam, the first King of Earth, God said, "Because 
you listened to your wife, cursed is the Earth. In pain, 
you will try to grow food, but thorns will grow for you. 
And you shall die and return to the dust from which 
you were formed."







God gave them animal skins to wear, for only blood 
and death can cover sin. And He cast them out of 
Eden and set a cherub with a flaming sword at the 
entrance, so they could not return and eat from the 
Tree of Life.



We live under these curses to this very day.

Women strive and fail to rule over men.

Men work hard to earn food, and their effort 
produces frustration and failure.

All of us grow sick and die.

And all of us do evil.

For not only do we bear the curse of Adam, we are 
also the children of Adam. Children of the King who 
chose to defy God.



But remember the curse God placed on the 
Dragon! A new King would come to save us all...



God set aside a Holy people, from whom the King 
would come, and gave them many more signs and 
prophesies.

Then, thousands of years later...



God sent a messenger to a girl, the virgin Mary, who 
was betrothed to be married to a builder named 
Joseph.



The messenger, the Angel Gabriel, said, "Rejoice, 
highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are 
you among women!"



"Do not be afraid, Mary. You will concieve in your 
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great, the Son of the Most High, and 
of His Kingdom there will be no end."

So Mary said, "Behold, the maidservant of the Lord. 
Let it be to me according to your word."





The Dragon and his angels tried to stop the coming 
King. There was war in Heaven, and Michael and the 
angels of God struck the dragon to the Earth.



So it was that our new King, Jesus, was born in 
Bethlehem, the City of David, to the virgin Mary.

They wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and used a 
manger for His crib.



And the Host of Heaven 
celebrated the chosen King 
who would rescue mankind 
from the Dragon and the Curse 
of Adam.



Even as a child, Jesus was unusual. When he was 
twelve, Mary and Joseph found Him the temple of 
God, among the teachers, listening and asking 
questions. And all who heard Him were astounded by 
His understanding and answers.



When His parents asked Him why He was there, 
He said, "Did you not know that I must be about My 
Father's business?" For God is His Father.

But they didn't understand what He said.



When the time was right to begin His work, Jesus 
went to the River Jordan to be baptized by his cousin, 
John. And as he came out of the water, the Holy Spirit 
descended upon him in the form of a dove, and a voice 
from Heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased."



Immediately, the Holy Spirit sent Jesus into the 
wilderness, to face the Dragon.



The Dragon tried many temptations on Jesus. He 
took Him to the top of a high mountain and showed 
Him all the great kingdoms of the Earth and said, "All 
these are mine, but I will give them to you if you bow 
down and worship me."





Jesus replied with the words of Scripture: "You shall 
worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you 
serve."



Unlike Adam, Jesus overcame the temptations of 
the Dragon with the Word of God. Then, Angels came 
and ministered to Him.



Jesus began to teach in the synagogues, saying "The 
Kingdom of God is at hand!" And He began to gather 
men to be His disciples — students — and His 
apostles — messengers.



When He would pass someone possessed by an 
unclean spirit, the spirit would cry out, "I know who 
you are! You are the coming King, the Son of David!"

Then Jesus would command the spirit to leave the 
person it possessed, and the spirit would obey.



Jesus sent out 70 disciples to spread the word that 
the Kingdom of God was at hand, and He gave them 
the power to cast out demons and heal the sick.

They returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in your name!"



He replied, "I saw Satan the dragon, fall like 
lightning from Heaven. Behold, I give you authority to 
trample on serpents and scorpions. Nevertheless, do 
not rejoice that the spirits are subject to you. Rather, 
rejoice that your names are written in Heaven."



Jesus traveled with His disciples to Caesarea 
Philippi, at the foot of Mount Hermon.

In Jesus' day, the false gods Zeuss and Pan had 
temples on the mountain. In ancient times, the false 
god Baal had a temple there also. It was said that on 
Mount Hermon, evil angels had come to corrupt 
mankind and teach sorcery to the children of Adam.

Many believed the gates of Hell were there. That 
Satan, the dragon, lived there, and the evil angels and 
false gods were the dragon or servants of the dragon.



On the way, Jesus asked His disciples, "who do you 
think I am?"



A disciple named 'Simon' said, "You are the 
Annointed One, the Son of the Living God."

Jesus said, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 
this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by 
my Father in Heaven. And I tell you you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hell will not overcome it."



From that day forward, He began to teach His 
disciples that to save the world, He would have to die. 
But His disciples didn't understand what He was 
saying, and Simon Peter took Him aside and said "This 
will never happen to you!"

Jesus said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You do 
not have in mind the concerns of God." 



Six days later, Jesus and His closest three disciples, 
Peter, James, and John, went up into a high mountain. 
And Jesus was transfigured. His clothes became so 
white they shone, and light seemed to pour off of Him. 
A voice from Heaven said, "This is My beloved Son; 
listen to Him."





Every year, God's Holy people celebrated a feast 
called the Passover, where they remembered God 
sending His Angel of Death to save them from slavery 
to the Serpent King of Egypt. For the Angel passed 
over any who ate a sacrificed lamb, and marked his 
door with the blood of the lamb.



When the time for the Passover came, Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem, the royal city of David the home of the 
Temple of God. And people laid palms at His feet, 
singing, "Hosannah! Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!"



In the temple of God, men sold 'temple coins' for 
money, and animals for the sacrifies for temple coins. 
So, Jesus went to the temple and turned over the 
tables and drove out the animals and money 
changers.



He said, "It is written, 'My House shall be a called a 
house of prayer for all nations.' But you have made it a 
den of thieves!"

He would not allow anyone to carry wares through 
the temple.





A lot of men were very angry at what Jesus did. The 
priests and monylenders were angry that He had 
chased the moneylenders out. The rulers were angry 
because people hailed Jesus as the king.

Most of all, the dragon was angry that Jesus had come 
to save the children of Adam. 

They began to plan how they might stop Jesus. And 
the dragon looked among Jesus' disciples for one he 
might use.

He found one, named Judas Iscariot.



For the Passover feast, God's Chosen people would 
eat a lamb who had been sacrificed to protect them 
from the Angel of Death, along with bread made 
without yeast.

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread. And when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to His disciples and said, "Take. Eat. This is 
My Body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me."



In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them 
saying: "Drink of it, all of you; this is the new 
testament in My Blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrence of Me."



After this, Judas Iscariot the betrayer left Jesus' band 
of disciples.

Jesus went into the garden of Gethsemane to teach 
and to pray, and to prepare for the terrible task that lay 
before Him.



In a garden, Adam doomed mankind. In a garden, 
Jesus prepared to save us. In a garden, Adam was 
cursed to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow. In a 
garden, Jesus, the bread of life, sweat blood.



As He prayed, Judas, the betrayer, returned with a 
crowd of men with swords and clubs from the chief 
priests and elders.

Peter drew a sword to fight back, and struck off a 
man's ear!



But Jesus said, "Put away your sword. If I wished, I 
could call upon my Father, and He would send legions 
of angels. But how, then, would the prophesies be 
fulfilled?"

Then He healed the man's ear.



Jesus let the men arrest Him. And His disciples fled 
into the night.

He let them put Him on trial, He let them whip him 
and mock Him, and dress Him in purple robes and a 
crown of thorns.

And the rulers sentenced Jesus to death.







So it was that Jesus, the perfect, spotless Lamb of 
God, was sacrificed for our sins on a cross. And at 
midday, the sun turned dark. The earth shook, and 
rocks were split, and the Dragon's power was broken.



On Friday, Christ died and was buried.



On Saturday, the Sabbath, He rested in the tomb.

On Sunday...



On Sunday, He walked out of the tomb, alive. And 
since that moment, nothing has been the same.





Jesus appeared to His Disciples many times, and 
taught them many things. He ate with them and let 
them touch Him, so they would know He was not a 
ghost.

When the time was right, He told them, "My Father 
has made me King of all things. Therefore, as you go 
into the world, make disciples of all peoples, baptising 
them and teaching them to hold on to all I have told 
you. And I am with you always."

Then He flew into the clouds.





Now, we live in the last days. Jesus is King, but it 
looks like Satan, the Dragon, still rules. Death is 
defeated, but men still suffer and die. The curse of 
Adam is broken, but we still toil for food. Jesus has 
promised He is with us, but we do not see Him. Our 
spirits long to do good, but our flesh still seeks to do 
evil.



But the day is coming when Jesus will return in the 
same way He left. He will set His holy city upon the 
earth and punish all who do evil.

But anyone who is baptised and believes will be 
saved, for Jesus payed for our sins upon the cross.



Our bodies shall be raised from death like His. 
Heaven and Earth shall be reborn anew. And men and 
angels shall live together in the Kingdom of Jesus.

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.



THE END
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